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S.S. Chistova 

LEXICAL TRANSFORMATIONS IN THE TRANSLATION  
 

Abstract. Translation transformations concern many aspects of the language, that is why their usage 
for creating an adequate translation remains relevant of translators. Literary translation has always been a 

style and the text belonging to a certain time and place. These create numerous problems for conveying the 
text information in the translation language, which can be solved by using translation transformations. The 

cus of special interest for translation theory as the 
narrator is a mentally deficient person and the author by means of vocabulary, grammar and spelling reflects 
the peculiarities of his speech and mental condition in the text. 

The article deals with the analysis of structural and semantic features of lexical transformations in the 

transformations developed by V.N. Komissarov, the following translation transformations were analysed: 
transcription, transliteration, loan translation, concretization, generalization and modulation. To analyse the 
above mentioned transformations the translation by S.S. Sharov was used. As a result 104 cases of lexical 
transformations were identified, including 41 cases of transcription, 15  of transliteration, 1  of loan trans-
lation, 17 cases of concretization, 11  of generalization and 23 cases of modulation. The usage of these lexi-
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cal transformations aims at conveying the image of the main character, besides having a number of other 
purposes. 
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1)  

 
Last night Joe Carp and Frank Reilly invited me to a party.   
  
There were lots of girls and Gimpy was there and Ernie too.     ,  

,   . 
They offered a five-hundred-dollar reward for Algernon, not realizing we were together.   

     ,      ,  
 . 

I told Mrs Flynn, my landlady, to call and tell Mr. Donner I'm sick.     
,  ,     ,   . 

Met Fay Lillman, my neighbor across the hall.     ,   
 . 

.: 
On one table: The Saturday Review, The New Yorker; on the other: Mademoiselle, House 

Beautiful, and Reader's Digest.        
      

But anyway I dont think I'll drink wiskey anymore.       . 
Fortunately, as a precaution, I withdrew my savings from the bank as soon as I arrived in 

New York.   ,          ,   
   .  
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Dr Strauss askd me how come you went to the Beekman School all by yourself Charlie.  
  . 

 
I know now that the sign says DONNER'S BAKERY, but looking back in my memory at the 

sign I can't read the words through his eyes.     :  , , 
   ,       . 

Professor Nemur says I have to take a Rorschach Test the day after tomorrow. I wonder what 
that is.  

 

 
On one side it said START and on the other end it said FINISH.  

 . 
I got my rabits foot and my luky penny and my horshoe.       

   . 

 
2)  

 
.: 

Harriet... Harriet... we all love Harriet  , ,     
Joe Carp and Frank Reilly invited me to go with them after work to Hallorans Bar for some 

drinks.                
. 

Burt kept saying Alice Kinnian    
      . 

.: 
It's Valentine's Day, and the boys are talking about valentines they're going to give Harriet.  

   .  

 
 

At the bakery they think Im sick becaus thats what Prof Nemur said I shoud tell them and 
nothing about an operashun for getting smart.  

  
 

 

 
 

 
I asked Joe to tell me what was the joke that backfired and he said go jump in the lake.  

. 
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I was scared because Gimpy is the head baker and he told me never to go near the mixer be-

cause I would get hurt.  
. 

-  
  . .: 

He would like to put down his bundle and play games with them, but when he thinks about it 
the skin on his back twitches and he feels the way the older boys throw things at him.   

        ,    , -  
   . . 

 
-

 
 

When I get home Prof. Nemur and Dr Strauss are waiting for me and they give me a beating 
for writing dirty things in the progress report.  

  

-

 
.: 

Mr Donner sent everybody back to work and he took me out to the front of the store with him. 
             . 
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I saw the spilld ink and I was very skared even tho I got my rabits foot in my pockit because 

when I was a kid I always faled tests in school and I spilld ink to.  
 

  

 
 

He's confused... rubbing his head, staring up at Frank, tall and thin, and then at Gimpy near-
by, massive, hairy, gray-faced Gimpy with bushy eye-brows that almost hide his blue eyes.  

  

 
.: 

Charlie doesn't know why they make such a fuss about a girl and why they always want to talk 
to her (he'd rather play ball or kick-the-can, or ringo-levio than talk to a girl) but all the boys are in 
love with Harriet so he is in love with her too.    ,     

-  -           (    
  ),       ,       . 

 
-the-can, 

or ringo-     

 
 

She's a baby.  . 

 
 

Donner is arranging for me to join the baker's union, and I've gotten another raise.   
,     ,      . 
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If we claim too much now, our whole hypothesis will come under fire.  

! 

 
 

Boy, this will knock her eyes out.  !  

 
-

 
 

I'm sick and tired of everybody laughing at me.  
 

- - -

 
 

I fergot his last name because I dont remember so good.   
 

-
  

-
 

 
I'm not concentrating on anything in particular, just reading a lot of fiction now  Dostoevski, 

Flaubert, Dickens, Hemingway, Faulkner  everything I can get my hands on feeding a hunger that 
can't be satisfied.      : , , , 

,    ,    . 
 

-  
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.: 

They said they got to get permissen from my familie but my uncle Herman who use to take 
care of me is ded and I dont remember about my familie.       

                  
 .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 52. 
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