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Abstract. This article is devoted to the identification and consideration of lexical means of verbal im-
e-

levance of this work is determined by the interest of philologists and linguists in the study of concepts in fic-
e-

search. The goal of the article is to study and analyze means of verbal representation of the concept "NIHIL-
ISM". This goal is achieved with the use of such General scientific and special research methods like de-
scriptive method, method of continuous sampling, the method of conceptual analysis, and the method of sta-

t-
e Rye" the protagonist, 

Holden Caulfield, tells his story to the reader, not hoping to gain approval, in a rather specific manner. He 
says everything as it is, without concealing anything or embellishing it. The linguistic personality of Holden 
Caulfield is interesting for linguists, as his speech is replete with stylistically marked vocabulary (slang and 
vulgarism), which is a layer of colloquial English vocabulary. Through reduced vocabulary Salinger reveals 
Caulfield's personality, his most adolescent worldview, personifying a single protest, a quiet rebellion against 
an established system of values that is dressed in the form of nihilism  absolute denial. 
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2010: 46). 

 
    nihilism: originally a philosophy of 

moral and epistemological skepticism that arose in 19th-century Russia during the early years of 
the reign of Tsar Alexander II. In the 20th century, nihilism encompassed a variety of philosophical 
and aesthetic stances that, in one sense or another, denied the existence of genuine moral truths or 
values, rejected the possibility of knowledge or communication, and asserted the ultimate meanin-
glessness or purposelessness of life or of the universe (Britannica).  
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Cambridge International Dictionary of English    
 : a belief that all political and religious organizations are bad, or a system of 

thought that says that there are no principles or beliefs that have any meaning or can be true 
(Cambridge International Dictionary of English).  

  : the belief that noth-
ing has any value, especially that religious and moral principles have no value (Oxford Advanced 
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NEGATION OF A SYSTEM
-

   ,    , 
 I'm the most terrific liar you ever saw in your life

 

-
Sleep tight, ya morons! I'll bet I woke up every bastard on the whole floor  
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NEGATION OF SO-
CIETY 

SPECIFIC SYSTEM 
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to flunk an 
exam

dirty trick  

 
crazy

-
it nearly killed me it drives me crazy  

Pen-
cey was full of crooks. Quite a few guys came from these very wealthy families, but it was full of 
crooks anyway. The more expensive a school is, the more crooks it has  I'm not kidding
1951: 30).  

 goddam       
,            

    He put my goddam paper down, then he looked at me like 
he'd just beaten hell out of me in ping-pong I'm the one that's flunking out of 
the goddam place, and you're asking me to write you a goddam composition
Ackley kept saying, the whole goddam game, that Coyle had a perfect build for basketball n-

ger 1951: 13).  
NEGATION OF SOCIETY

 
phony

 

 

One of the biggest reasons I left Elkton Hills was because I was surrounded by phonies
It was partly a phony kind of friendly, but at least he always said hello to Ackley and 

all I 
hate these phony movies  

 
I had to sit there and listen to that crap

(Salinger 1951: 6). 

moron 
sonuvabitch  

bastard Suspense is good for 
some bastards like Stradlater Salinger 1951: 19). 

EGOCENTRISM -
Partly because I have a lousy vocabulary 

and partly because I act quite young for my age sometimes All I need s am audience. x-
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hibitionist I was probably the only normal bastard in the whole place
the only dumb one in the family  

 
-

,  
     as hell   , 

   , They're nice and all  I'm not saying that  but 
they're also touchy as hell It was icy as hell and I damn near fell down a-

He'd be charming as hell and all I felt sorry as hell for 
him, all of a sudden It was hot as hell and the windows were all steamy

Then we shook hands. It made me feel sad as hell, though Salinger 
1951: 6).  

 a real 
moron the only dumb one in the family

-

 I wouldn't want to call Somerset 
Maugham up. I don't know. He just isn't the kind of guy I'd want to call up, that's all. I'd rather call 
old Thomas Hardy up Salinger 1951: 67).  

SPECIFIC SYSTEM OF VALUES
 

 
 

 
old

old 
Phoebe  
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