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MORPHOLOGICAL INDICATORS OF POLITENESS IN THE SPEECH OF 
CHARACTERS IN MODERN BRITISH LITERATURE 

Abstract. Politeness in linguistics is studied as a multidimensional phenomenon that arouses the inter-
est of many researchers, primarily representatives of linguistic pragmatics. In this study, politeness is consi-
dered as a communicative strategy, which performs a regulatory function in the practice of speech interac-
tion. Communicative strategy of politeness acts as a set of communicative actions planned by the speaker, 
implemented during the speech act and aimed at conflict-free communication, compliance with socially ac-
cepted norms, assuming a respectful, friendly and tactful attitude to the interlocutor. The communicative 
strategy of politeness can be implemented through lexical (lexical indicators), morphological (morphological 
indicators) and syntactic means (syntactic indicators). Morphological indicators of politeness are the effec-
tive morphological means allowing to soften adverse effect of the speech act (the request, council, condem-
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nation) testifying to installation of the speaker on conflict-free communication, observance of the socially 
accepted norms assuming the respectful, benevolent and tactful attitude to the interlocutor. 

During this study, we used special methods of linguistic analysis: semantic analysis, morphological 
analysis, linguopragmatic analysis, comparative linguistic analysis, methods of linguistic observation, inter-
pretation, description, transformational method. 

The main morphological indicators of politeness in the speech of characters in British modern litera-
ture are the subjunctive mood, the auxiliary verb shall, Future Simple, the modal verb should. A specific 
morphological indicator of the politeness strategy in the speech of characters in the UK literature is the re-
placement of the specific forms of the Indefinite group with the forms of the Continuous group. The most 
frequent morphological indicators of politeness are the subjunctive mood mitigating the expression of regret, 
joy, condemnation or used in Directive acts of request and advice; Future Simple in the Directive acts of in-
vitation and proposal; the auxiliary verb shall in Representative acts. English-language morphological indi-
cators are involved in the implementation of such politeness tactics as direct request tactics, positive polite-
ness tactics, indirect politeness tactics.  

Key words: linguistic politeness; morphological indicators; communicative strategy; speech tactics; 
speech act. 
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nice to meet you, excuse me, thank you, sorry for interrupting you
fine, good, please, kind, happy, very well).  

Can I 
help you?). 

 

-
 

 

(Wierzbicka 1991). 

Indefinite Continuous

Conti-
nuous I was hoping 
now for a man to come along.  .  

will Future Simple  
Will you say good-night to me?    

 Had I seen him yesterday, I 
would have asked him about it.   

Women 
Bridget Jone s Diary
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   53% 
shall (7) 21% 

 26% 
  47% 

Inde-
finite Continuous (6) 

20% 

should (10) 33% 
   23% 

 45% 
shall (7) 32% 

  43% 
 57% 

  Inde-
finite Continuous (8) 

44% 

 56% 
  100 % 

  shall 100 % 
  100 % 

  100 % 
  100 % 

 

 
1)  
2)  Future Simple. 
3) Continuous Indefinite. 
4)   

 Bridget Jone s Diary  
1. I wouldn't go out of my way to look for him.        . 

 

 
2. But don't you think anyhow, you would be,  she darkened slightly  in a better position 

than you are in now.   
  

 
3. Shall we go out and look at that wedding?  she asked at length.  
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 shall. 
4. Shall we have the light?      ? 

shall. 
5. You would better go home,' she said to him.    

 

 

 
6. Oh, I think it would be perfectly splendid!   ,    ! 

 
7. I'm sure life would be entirely another thing  entirely different, and perfectly wonderful.  

 

 
8. You would like to see your rooms now, wouldn't you! Yes. We will go up now, shall we?  

     ?  

 
9. Will you say good-night to me?  asked Birkin, in a voice that was strangely soft and 

smooth.    
 

Future Simple. 
10. Maybe you should get something to eat.  -  

 

should. 
11. Though I do think it would be better if they made the pickees makeup their own replies to 

the questions instead of reading out those stupid pat answers full of puns.    , 
  ,       ,      

   . 
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12. You'd be better with the blue one. It tells you if you're pregnant on the first day after your 

period is due.     , .       
. 

 
  

13. Will you be requiring a newspaper in the morning at all, sir?      
  ? 

 Future Simple. 
14. Anyway, we thought it would be super if you and Daniel could come.  

 

 
15. Would you like a drink?  said Daniel  -  

 

-

 
16. Should you ring first?  whispered Sharon as I lifted the key to the lock.  

  

should. 
17. I'd rather you didn't come up, hon, to be honest.  

 
 

  
18. You couldn't possibly lend me some cash?  

 

 
can. 

19. I think you should go quietly to the station with the policemen.  
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 Future Simple  
shall
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